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He Honor and 0 dience,which 
'T: 14 juſtly duegande bein = 
to Magiltratical Authority, doth, 
times influence Men to dathat, which 
ſenſe of their. own Uinworthineſs and In- 
perfettions doth reaſonably diſſmade them 
from: Upon which Account, this Sermon 
i. Preſented to Publick, View, with ma- 
king its Firſt and Humble «A, pproaches to 
Your Honour. A3.. i For 
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SERMON. 


PREACH'D AT 1 
Guild-Hall Chapps), March v7. i681 


FRE I. 27. 


The former part of the Verde. 


Only let your Corverſation be ns -it be- 
cometh the Gopel of Griſt. 


HE conſtancy and reality: 'of a Friend is 
| never {a viſtble and known 'as in the time 
of ſtraits and neceſſities. "The kill and 

courage of a.Pilot is never {o much tried 

and proved as when the 'Veſlel is engaged with 2 

Tempeſt. 
In ſuch like ſeaſons as theſe S. Pas/ took the op- 
pn” of ſhewing his admirable prudence and 
love for and to his Philippiens, who were in 


iſtreſſed and deplorable condition, when he ſeat 


.them this Epiltle. 
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For firſt, they were miſerably rent and divided 
by the artifices of ſome ill- -ſainded men, who partly 
out of — of Pate up themſelves, and bartly 
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Chriſt of contention, the ord of love. 


Second They is | under the fearful apprehen- 
ſions of be ard! perfecured by an Ene- 
my tram ils bor Dacre were rome at ; Nero's 


Couſt!? verefitd rAkl: No Ehriſtia. 
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orders to fall upon Nd So priens with Sword and 
os nce; And of theſe ſort of Enemies, S. Paw 

who wagehea þ Priſoner at Rome, and ſo might 
; obably ear. what was done at Court ga - 


li ippiany notice, with this annexed E 
4574 _ "gh terrified or £6 wn at the _ G 
ries ; for the h they may think to root u Che 
anity by deſtro ft your lives, yet you a ſal be fa- 
ved, the Goſj ſpel | flouriſh, and they ſhall come 
to naught : or this egy oonſe is an evident ſign of 
token ſoggy to them, but to you id Salvation, and 
that "AL od, Verke 28. 


And 


ore Sud Rave. 3 
Ad ao ifug coalglertbeſe plans torgurtd 
with Inteſtine broils and convullions, and threat- 
|.ned to, be ſet. upod! withi Swoi&dhi Perſecution : 
-we may reaſonably: conjecture, that they knew not 
Lov Gere do, .nor.-what-courſe to take to ſave 


and defend thejnlelves and their newly eſpouſed Re- 


n. 

/%Y Panl therefore like an affeCtionate conſtant 
/ Friend, and a moſtskilful Pilate, tdok their condi- 
tion ſo far into his pity and conſideration, as to give 
them'the beſt advice andafliftance, and which hone 

/butan Apoſtle could givethelike. © ' - © 
For if 4 Churchor People are ſhaken and divided 
at home, - or-menaced” with ruine- from 'abrojd, 
there is-no ſuch-way for their ſafety and defence, is 
retreating tothe diligent praftice of the - Apoſtsli- 
eal#dvice givehin the» Text: [Only m6 "let rheir ton- 
- v#{ediontbe 44 becomes the Gopel of Chriſt, on 
' Tr ithe'-Opening of which words I ſhall propoſe 
theſe Four things tobe confidered.” oh #71040 


'Firſt, That in evil and dangerous Times men 
oughtto be very. careful and prudent in the manage- 
-ment-of themſelves and r rconverſations. # rs 


Secondly, That the beſt and moſt prudent coutle 
wecan take in the ordering of our 'Conyerſatigns is 
ro guideand govern thentiby-the cules and Jaws,con- 


- tained in the Goſpel of Chrff, , 
Thirdly, -We _ fider wherejir. the Agrte- 
-ablenels of a mas vl and 'Convetſation "to the 
| B 2 Goſpel 
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. /. Fourthly, Iſhall give Gme Reaſons; why, inevil 
and perillous Tires.we ought then more eſpecially 
to: be moſt prudent»>and' careful in governing our 
Converſationsaccording to the Goſpel of Chriſt; .and 
then conclude'with Application. 


I, begin with the Firſt : 


- Thatin Evil and Perillous-Times men ought to 
be very careful and prudent in the: management of 
themſelves and their Converſations;  I& was in 
ſ{ucha like caſeas this that S. Paw/ propoſed this ad- 
vice in the Text to his Philippians nh ; and 
therefore we may reaſonably conclude, ;rhat the fol- 
lowing of it is both ſeaſpnable and-proper for all 
perſons when ſurrounded and.gppreſt with troubles 
anddiſtreſſes. 

W hat. Converſation (of "which -woought-to be 
careful ) doth mean, | I ſuppoſe. every. one: under- 
ſtands... Itbeing the outward carriage and govern- 
ment.of a man's {elf in this World,” or the common 
and uſual -courlſe and way of a man's. Life: and AQi- 
ons, . In the ordering and Managing of which, we 
ought to uſe our utmoſt care and diſcretion : And 
that upon theſe following Reaſons ; - 


Firſt, Becauſe there is nothing of us falls ſo much 
under Humane Cogaizance,, and - Obſervation as 
this : For how we live, and what wedo is expoſed 
to gvery Eye, .and we cannot demeanour ſelves, or 


be concerned in. any : worldly Aﬀairs, but. many, 
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both Friends and Enemies, will take notice of them 
and make remarks upon them. 

And 2m moeermgeny 9m and naked to the 
fight of as Rational and Intelligent perſons as our 
ſelves, and who will be as curious and Critical to 
obſerve our way of living, as weareof theirs, cer- 
tainly it will become us to be very careful and cir- 
cumb & how we walk and att in this preſent 
World. 


Secondly, We onghet to do it,” becauſe that it's 
from this outward Converſation and viſible courſe 
of'a Man's life, that we all cenſure and judge-one 
another. | 

We know that they are- not a few who are putt 
up with the Pride 'and Ambition of ficring in the 
Chair, and upon the Bench of Judgment: nor are 
they leſs numerous,” who make it their bulinels and 
delight toſift and cenſure their Neighbours and Bre- 
. thren. 6g 

Bur if-Men willFjudge as they-ought to do, they 
have no way left ther» to do it by, but- the viſible 
Actions, and the conſtant courſe of a_ Man's dealings 
and converſation. - | 

"And if Men will venture to pals ſentence upon hi- 
mor and hear-lay, fancy and opinion, jealouſie and 
ſuſpicion; I am atraid the Judgment they give, will 
befound to be as often falſe; as it's malicious. 

To'know a Man's heart, : or-to- underſtanditlie 
frame andremper of a Man's. mind and conftizutian, 
is a _—_— that belongs 'to-God alonts; ads 
therefore there can be no-way. left: for -us ro know 
one another by, burthe apparent ations and) kabj- 
'tual courſe of a Man's life. Now 
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| . Now then Locing hat it's by:this.alooe abgt, ave 
judge and cenſure one another, .aud-ghat, ppon ths 
our worldly Reputatuonftands. or. falls,..itw1llbe our 
. intereſt. and,.prudence -t0;be. cautiougria. what we 
-fpeak and do. 

And-though it. be impoſſible to live lo warily and 
without offence, but-that.ſome.ill aatured, and wick- 
. ed-minded men, will malicioully .turn all we ſay-to 

the worſt ſenſe, and traduce the moſt Honeſt and 
generous Attions ; yet if we can fatisfie our Conſci- 
ences inthe Truth of'what we fpeak, and the Righ- 
"teouſneſs and Juſtice of what we do, we need-npt 
dread'the ſting-and poylon of calumny aad flander. 
For it's found True upon Trial, that a good Honeſt 
mind, and a-clean ub, cis armour iof- proof againſt 
all the railings and revilings of malicious Tongues. 


Thirdly , "We-ought tobe very careful of,qur 
outward..Converſation : Becauſe-of ;the,;gopd/ awd 
bad Influences it may have upon others, eſpecially 
if! Providence hath {eated us/in;any-degrees;of Blace, 
- Office, Riches, Parts and,Qualities aboye others. 


For of ſuch a ſpreading and diffuſive-nature.is 
Converſation, thatthe next {tanders-by are giactu- 
red with it, it it-be.good ;- but moſt certainly-infe- 
Qed and corrupted by it,- if it be bad. ' And if this 
be the effet.of Converſation among equals, how 
much -more-powerful will it-be, *in thoſe, who are 
in the+higheſt forms of Dignity and Preferment. 
 For-as the Lives and Examples -of :fuch-\Men ere 
more. vilible and obſerved; fo they carry along with 
them a-kindiof Licence and Atthority. ;»$opahe 

') Mgan 
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med and umbinking/Vulgar, are apt/ tb: believe! 

that they never do 4ll'or: amVs;. if they. do, no-worlſe 

than om they {eo the Great, Wealthy and Learned 
do: 

Ker if our Converſations haye-ſuch an Influence. 

and Operation upon others', we ouglit then to 

have a-ſpecial'care th —_ them. 

- Becauſe if they be-Goodiand Vertuous, we-may- 
in time poſſibly ſtop the mouths of our. Gainſayers, 
ahd convert” our 'Enemies-from: the Errors of- their 
ways: But ifithey are looſeand vicious, we- ſhall 
give our Adverſaries-ju{t' caule-to'blaſpheme; cor- 
rapt- our' Brethren and! Friends, and'encreaſe our 
own Damnation, by being! the unhappy Inſtruments. 
of dRtaying many Souls. 1p Fr) | 
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Fiat the moſt Prudent Coutſe we can take with 
owr-Converſations, is to guide and govera them by: 
the Laws and Rules contained in the Goſpel ofCheife 
and I particularly meation Laws and Rules by way: 
of Explication. 

For though ir be true, that. this Phraſe zbe Goſe/ 
of Chri# dotly inScripture-lenſe comprehend, 

Firſt, All the Effential and/Fundamenral Articles 
of our Faith ; Secondly, All Good, Holy and Juft 
Laws for our Prattice; And, Thirdly, All the great 
and precious promiſes for our encouragement here, 
and recompence hereafter: 

Yet as theſs words '#he Goppet of Chrit ſtand 
related to the word Comverſation in thei Text, wt 
cannot ſuppoſe them- taken in that latitude before 

| men- 
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mentioned, but are reſtrained to that particular pare 
of the Goſpel, calPd Laws and Precepts. 

For if Comverſation/doth mean the outward vi- 
ſible ations, and uſual courſe of a Man's life, then 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, with reference to them, muſt 
intend no other, but that part of it which is their 
. Guide and DireRor, and we all know that the ſtan- 
dard and meaſure of Mens lives and ations are Laws 
and Precepts. 

And it's this, and this chiefly, and only, -which 
weareto mind, and take notice of, in-the ordering 
and governing our ſelves and converſations. 

It's very pollible that many Men do wiſh, that 
there might be found out ſome other way for them 
to be Chriſtians, and not to be thus' ſtritly bound 
up to guide their lives and aCtions by ſuch ſtrait and 
ſevere Laws which are contained in the Goſpel. 

And it's as poſſible that there are others far worſe 
than theſe, who will preſume to be their own Prieſts 
and Popes, and take the liberty and power of dil- 
penſing with the Laws of Chriſt, and live by me- 
thods of their own invention and making. 


"And to an obſerving eye thele Libertines, whogo 
under the name of Chriſtians and Proteſtants too,are 
very numerous ; for wedaily ſee, that Humor and 
Paſſion, prejudice, and yore of Conſcience, zeal 
for a Party,and fondneſs of ſome new Opinion,byals 
of Intereſt, Ambition after Honour and opens Ap- 
plauſe, and the grateful reliſh of ſinful pleaſure to 
fleſhly tuſts, have in a great meaſure ſupplanted the 
Rules and Precepts of our Bleſſed Lord. And Chri- 


ſtians for the moſt part chooſe to be under the hae 
agc 
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"of ſeveral Tyroxts, rather than fubmit to the 


—_ gracious Monarthy of eſus Chriſt. © 


But leave we theſe to guide their converſations b 
What they pleaſe, yet we that intend to be ſuch 
Chriftians as the Goſpel requires, are obliged 'to 
make the written Laws of God the chief and princi- 
pal Rule of our Converſations, and that upon thele 
three Reaſons. | 


Firſt; Becauſe of the undoubred perfeftion and 

infallible Truth that belongs to them ; | for they are 
Laws and Rules without any flaws and etrors, 
which cannot poſſibly deceive or miſguide us, be- 
tauſe ſo true,and perfe& as to exclude the moſt criti- 
cal correfticn and addition. 
' Whereas the Laws of men, though" never {© ex- 
ay waged at firſt inthe balance of the moſt con- 
ſidering Ju gnents, and made with thegteareſt fore- 
ſight andcircumſpettion,” will ina few years a pur 
ſo weak and = rr fallibte and erroneous,” that 
no one can walk by them without fears, uncettain- 
ty and ng | | 
| Butthe Laws in the Goſpel (becauſe compoſed 
by a Divine Wiſdom) ate {bo ſoundand perfe&, and 
free from faults, that noohe can live by thean, but 
he walks with all courage and ſafety. 'So'that he, 
who. governs' his Converſation by the' Goſpel of 
Chriſt, need not doubt of fear his doing ill oratnils. 
For in ſuch” ways a5 the Laws of God, every man, 
faith Solomon, walks ſafely ; or as the Original, con- 
fdently and ſecurely, Prov.3. 23. ” 


Secondly, We have juſt-reafon '+td *rake "the 
C Laws 
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Laws.in.the Goſj pt verkatt 
ons, beca thee. Liver oo un gn 
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For though. La: « by ſame, wen. he counted 
exilang; preuubic ? -becauls \ ge and 
reſtraints upoacliax beloved, darhag.thing Co 
berry :. Yet.the Laws of Chriſt comained io. the: 
ſpel are ſo caſfie and pleaſant, profitable, and. advan- 
tageous to men : that there 1s nodiſcreet or prudent 
perian,; but weuld: have. choſeg. and, taken: Geh a 

method.to. live by, could be hayehad the wiſdom and 
Fes news to have. found it out. 

Nox deth the gaodoels and benekt of theſe, Laws 

ive them. a. Reputation. but the; Univerfality of 
their Goodnels ſwells their Charatter. 


tak 


For let, theſe, Laws ia uſe 
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Mate a0d Cauntaies, mths be, coptiovally 
found, beneficial to Ng Oh nu. mm 
of mens Creduts- a Rom nl Repu: ;F6E 
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reconcilers of Enemies, favourers of the. 


promoters of Love and Peage,, union: 


ment; in all Sacjetics, and thegreat, G os 
all onx Temporal fehicities. Pf pale 


And what Nation is thr though Heathen 


20d Barbarous, that, could -complain.of ' 
chick and Netadice” Thou ſhoul $ Vern — raw 
by theſe read Statute Laws of Heavens? ©. 


Thirdly, We ton 
ions by thele ; cough. oe ems an nels and 
mr fo Equity. "_ 


or 'the Surf Rowe. mn 
\1 This T2ws, rorapoſed and enafited by aten;” are 
rightly calld Temporary, becauſe TEE for 
certain times and leaſons. _ Far theſe, like all Hu- 
tmane Governments and Lives, "Have their certain 
Stages and fixed Periods, nd are Born and Live, 
Old md Die, We our fdlves can obſerveand 
fee, that thoſe erg prrar agg; «x 
and uſeful, convenient and neceſſary for one , 
peated GE cane > Rene So Baill $o 
in thenext : Nor haveany 
Tefults and4derrees of the praveſt Councils 74 the 
teſt Nations been of any long duration, but 
ſoch as wereeither ew upon, or derived from 
the Laws of Go#an vio's 
For fach is theEverls ung Tottrand Raginrent” 
meſs ofon 1'E2ws, that, they will never grow 
old or ont of rife as aps the world eitdures; far 
meh Tf Apgesandin dll Comics wittcanftancly 
fndi#t, andjroſt, and reafondbletolive bythem. 
And m':this Jerre perhaps it's to be taken fome- 
times, when'the oft {fiirh, "Pha the Mor 
of God abidethffor ever ; that is, "the T:aws and Pre- 
conrained in it areJo well ordered, tempered 
nd prepared, that they will it for ever, and be 
found fit and reaſonable ro'be dbſerved by afl men, 
atalltimes, and in-d|Ppfaces ofthe World.” ©; 
So that.it we conſider the truth and. perfeQtiy, 
the nil wages "and pe fitnefs' of 
theſe Sacred Rittes, we. tmay rezlonably conclude, 
there 15! Grade for ;qur Converſations the 
| $, Pal did wiſely adviſe tis Phi. . 
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in letting their Converſations 41 becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt: . 4 9.5 +091 EY 


I come now to the Third Particular ; . which-is 
to ſhew wherein the Agrecableneſs of a;Man's Con- 
'wverſation to the Goſpel of. Chreft doth conſiſt : And 


that briefly doth conſiſt _'in theſe. Two-, General . 


Things. | 


Firit, In the conſt ant prattzce of Purity and Holineſ 


Secondly, In the exerciſe of MeeknefS and Moderati 


and whatever promotes. Unity, Peace. and. Charity, witi 


all men. | 


\ Firſt, In theconſtant prattice of Purity and Holineff. 
And indeed we could-not well expe& thatthe defign 
of Chriſtiatity ſhould tend to. any thing elfe-; |be- 
cauſe the Author of that Religion was. himſelfa per- 
ſan that knew no. Sin,- and led a molt Exemplary 
life inall the-paths of Picty and Vertue: And be- 
cauſe the Holy Ghoſt who propicet all mens hearts 
to receive.the-Goſpel by alively Faith, - is a, pure 
and undefiled Spurit. . | 

And if we will alſo but conſult what was. partly 
ſpoken by Chriſt himſelf, and partly diftated by this 
Haly Spirit, we ſhall calily ſee that a Good ras | Ho- 
I 


ite is moſt agreeable to, the Contents of. the Go- 


For Firſt of all, It commands us to\ abftain from 
all appearance of evil; to withdraw: from the- firſt 
courtſhips of Sin.  For.it lays reſtraints .upon our 
Minds, Thoughts, and Lufſts after any thing thar'is 
Vile and Wicked : ;And-aſſures ys.that, we are'defi- 
led, if Sin be but conceived 1n. the Heart, though ie 


. or the" Sureft Riile: 13 


+b6-not brought forth into Aft: As in the caſe'of 


bare luſting after a Woman, and of harbouring eMa- - 
tice and Revenge but-in the. inward thoughts and - 
intentions. 


+2 Serondly, Tt' doth poſitively prohibit, and that 


under ſevere penalties, all and every action: that 
renders a Man's Converſation vile and odious, bafe 
and ſcandalous, mean-and contemptible.- _— 


alt carnaluncleannefles ; Surfeitings, Drunkennels, . 


Swearing, Curling; Lying, Perjury, Bribery, O 

reſſion, Couzenageand Fraud, Sloth and Idlenels, 
rreligion and- Profaneneſs:-- And the reaſon why 
the Coſpel would have us to abſtain from all theſe 
things is, That our God and Creator might not bs 
diſtionoured, and that his and our Enemies might 
not have occaſion to blaſphemeus and our moſt Ex- 
cellent Religion. - 

"Thirdly, 'It preſſes upon us the conſcientious pra 
Etice ofevery Grace and Vertue, and to adorn our 
Profefſion and outward Converſation with the flow- 
ers and fraits of Good Works: » \ 

This is the will of God; ſaith $. Pail, our Santtificd- 
tion. | And the* Grace of God; the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
which hath appeared, andbrings Salvation to all men ; 
teacheth as to den Cngotlinef and worldly Luſts, and 
ro-live Righteouſy ; Soberly, arid Godly in this preſent 
world ; looking fr that bleſſed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God,” and our Saviour Jeſus. 
Chriſt, who gave him af for 1s, that he might redzem 
nw from all Iniquity,” and purifie unto: himſelf « pecntiar 
people, zealous of good works, Titus 2.115 14,13, 14: 
And-it was the' charge of 'Chriſt to his followets; 
That they ſhould jorcheirbighs ne before 114y; tht 


15, 
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+ 4s, be Examples and Patteras of Piety-and Helineſs 

to all reg ar) | | 

 . Jn ſbort: The Goſpel of our Lord anti Saviear 

doth ftriQtly prohibit all Sins and Vices, -and every 

evil work which dehfiles a Man's mind, or weakens 

his Body, -or blemiſhes his Fame, and waſtes his\E- 
te. 

And ſecondly, it, doth with. great Authority en- 
joyn the practice of all Goodnels and Vertue, :atid 
every thingelſe that is worthy of praife. And chere- 
fore that Life-and Converſation which becomes the 
Goſpel, mult in the firft place be Pure and Holy, 
clean and undehiled. ; 


Secondly, The Converſation which becometh the 
Goſpel of Clilt, 4s that which &s managed 'wath 
all meekneſs and moderation in the mind andfpirit;; 
and which carefully promotes Union,Peaceand Love 
inthe Warkd. o v3 
z This is apparent from our Saviotr's cothmand, 
Learn of me, for I am meek atd lowly in mind; and 
fromthe Apoſtles direftion, that we fhowld be mean in 
our own eyes, in honour preferring one another, and 
to comleſcend to men of low degree, and v0 let our 
weader ation be known axto all wen .; So thet the frame 
and temper of Mind and Spirit, with which weare 
to govern'gur (elves, is-to be week aud bumblt, foft end 
gentle, calm and moderate to all we converle with,  , 


Ag4in, the Goſpel of Chriſtdiredts us to further 
all che.degrees of Love, Amity and Quietcels ; \Qur 
Saviour having call'd all Peacemakers 'ahe Children bf 
vos, and pronouac'd then happy. ; aad —_—_— 


or. tbe Sureft Reals. I" 
ro#&who arethe heaveply-born Chriſtians, even they 
had Ive 0nc-another, (It 390 
' And how frequemtly-doaltthe Apoſtles command 
and order us to be of modeſt and peaceable behaviour; 
awd to Iverinarr unfeigned mutuaÞt love one with ano- 
ther: As Ram r2. 9, 10,17; v8. Let love be mithorus 
defſarnulation. Bo hindly. aft ioned oxe towardt anothen, 
in-brather ly love, in. my area __ . rh Re-. 

tn 109 mam evil for evs gs | 
Elma wn ner ag ear 
ix now tes, live peaceably all men.” Let ms there. 
fore follow after the things which make for peace, and. 
then mithwe may edifie one another, Rom. v4. 19. 
And the molt paſſionate andearne@requeſt, that 
ever ks =_ error Coloſ 
fans, Pr on (as the Et o Hay aud 
botboed,) bowels off merry, kindweſs, bumblenc jryatar: 
meehuefs;, lowe-ſffere  forbtaring owe ancrer, and for. 


Tuan 


\ ah alln 
Erb nes patron Ch which 3s phe bond 
Poſen - Cloens 7. 22 FJ, 4. Y 
And'as the-Goſpel of Chritt doth commendtoour 
ſtudy 8 praCtice, unity,peace andlove,& every thi 
that promotes their flouriſhing growth ; ſo it forbids - 
whateyer'may obſtruct and it, 
As namely, all raſh cenfuring and judging, tale- 


bearing; & w lies and ſcan- 
d»4s; publiſhing of Tibels and defamations, charging 
09 noe tO mv for railing ' but roavoid atboc- 


caſions of janglings and quarrek., and to 'keep:our 
ſelves from proud, peeviſh and paſſionate humours, 
and ſowing the ſeeds of ſtrife and edition, And 


what 
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* what is the great end and deſign of all theſe- Evan- 


* gelical Laws? but only, that we pay lead 4 quiet. and 
| praceable life-in all godlinefi and honeſty : 1 Timothy 
2 = 


« 2 

. And thus: very briefly,-T have Thewed what that 
Converſation is,which-hecomes the Goſpel of Chr#. 
All which-is excellencly compriſed in thoſe words of 
the Apoſtle, Rom. 14.17. The Kingdom of God,that 
is, the Golpel-diſpenſation doth nor conſiſt in meats 
and drinks; in controverſiesand diſputes about thi 
| Tndifferen;: but in lolid Righteouſneff, Peace and Foy 
inthe Holy Gho#. 

And the like charaQter doth St. James give of the 
| Religion and Goſpel of Chriſt. For, ſaith he, 1 you 
have bitter exvying in your hearts, then the Religion 
which you have and profels, is Earthly, Senſual and 
Devil. But the Religion which is from above, 
and came from God and Chriſt, teaches all Men, 
firſt, to be Pare and _ ; and ſecondly, to be Peace- 
able and gentle, eafie to be emtreated, full of mercy, and 
good frutts, without partiality, without hypocriſfe : And 
the ya of Righteouſneſs is ſown in Peace of them that 
make peace : James 3. from Verle the x 3. to the end 
of the Chapter. 


And ſo much for the Third Pazticular,.. 
I paſs to the Fowth. | To conſider the Reaſons, 
why in Evil and Petilbus Times, we ſhould then 


moreeſpecially lead pure and peaceable Lives accor- 
ding ta. the Goſpel of Chr##h, p 


FY 


+ 


'haye no good grounds = hope, that any pro 
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And the Reaforir att theſe Three. 


Firſt, That we may, if poſſibly, prevail with 
'God to be our favourer and friend ; And this is no 
ſmall Argument to perſwade us to be more Holy 
and Religious in dangerous and evil Times thaa: at 
any other. | | 

Becauſe then it is we ſtand moſt in need of having 


' Godour Aſſiftant and Defender.. For it's he alone 


which hath the ordering and managing of all _Hu- 
"mane Greatneſs and Wiſdom, and worldly affairs, 
-which generally. have their Eveats and Succalles, 
according as Goll approves or dillikes the perſons in 
"Whoſe hands they are plac'd. | 

For you muſt know, that let the Cauſe or De- 
fgn be what it will, that any Nation 'or number of 

en do take in' hand, yet there is an Over-ſceing 
Eye, and an'Over-ruling Hand, which turns an 
ilpoſes all chings to the advantage of them that en- 
'deavour to pleaſe him, and to the deſtruftion of 
therh whom. he is juſtly provok'd to hate. Yo 

And therefore in all Humane undertakings, aad 
'Publick affairs, it will be the prudence and intereſt 
of men, to gain, if poſſibly, the great God on their 
tide. | 
For ifmen will coin Projets and, Deſigns in their 
own inventions ; If they will uſe their own art and 
Skill in the managemeat of them; , and relye upon 
their own parts and power to bring them. to pals, 
'and all this without aty* concern or care, whether 
"God be their Friend or. not :; I think ſuch "wlonx 

rous 

- events 


© . —-” 
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events will crown their enterprize or endeavours. 

The Royal Propher, who bad: run through as 
many various ſtages of Humane affairs, and World- 
ly.chagges, as everany Man or Monarch-did, and 
who had obſerved that Providence did always. intex- 
poſe his Wiſdom and power in the ordering and dil- 
poſing of all things here below, did at laſt conclude 
with this Maxim ; 

That the Greateſt worldly Power, and the deepeſt Po- 
fities of States-men were week and fooliſh, if God di 
tak: the Attors under his Countenance and ProteiFion. 

Hence it was that hg ateributed rhe Art and Abi- 
lities which Men uſe-in the building of an Houſe, 
and the power of preſerving and defending ia City 
when built, not unto the-Mgn themdelves, but ug- 
tothe Great-God, whio is the Maker and Upholder 
of all things : Excegy the Lond build. the Houſe, fy 
Labour in wain that build it, Exceps the Lord keep 't 
City, the watchman waketh but in veing Plal, 1 27.1.7 

Aﬀer the fame manner, he attributes, all Con- 
queſts and ViRtorics, not to the-courage and con- 

ut of Generals and their Arnyes, but uato the 
God that goes along with them, and fights for them : 
Pſa: 168, 11,12. If thay, © Lord, gamet forth with 
avr Hoſts, me cannot be ſaved from trouble; for vain 
is the help of Man: 

Nay, t David was conhderably aſſiſted 
emetimes by Princes and Allies, and though he 
had often ſeen the undaunted briskneſs and.courage 
of his own Squldijers in many Battels, yet he at laſt 
und it experimentally trug; That it was better to 
truſt in the Lord, thas to put any confidence in Man : 
That it was better tg truſt. zn the. Lord, than. to put. any 
confidence tn Princes. And 


*. 
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\ Andar another rime, when this Riga! Propher 
was inthe greareft ſtraits and, dingers ; w 
would fifewith him or fight for him : yet even theg 
he was confident of Deliveranceand Vidtory, 
that becauſehe found God'to be his, Friend. 
ctictaayf oa, I will not fear 5 For what can Man, 
do ware me ? The Lord takedth my part with them that 
help me, therefore ſhall. I ſee my deſire wyon mine Enc- 
mies, Pal. 1138.6, 7. | 
Andas all che power and force of Armies without 
God's favour and affiſtance'is frail and weak, fo the 
moſt \tbtiF aha deepeſt contrived deſigns of the, 
ableſt Politiciags, without Divine help and. appro- 
bation, Withers aad proves abortive, | 
Wirh what wrath and malice did S«»balet and 
Tobiah, the Arabians, the Ammonites, and the rl 
dodires ſit in Counclh, and ſceretly conſpire to {ur-. 
prize and falt upor- Nehemteh and the Jews, juſt as 
they were employedand-bulie in building the walls 
of Jeruſalem? But God, ſaith the Text, defeateb 
thus ftratagetn ;-_ for God brought thein Connſel ta: 
nourht, Nehern. 4. 7,8, 15. f 
In all David's Kingdom there was not azgreater 
Stares-man than. Achitophely, and we find he prove 
4 good Counfellor as long as he was-Loza/ to his: 


Priace':;. But When he entred into a- conſpiracy with; 


Abſalom, to raiſe a War and Rebellion agaioR his. 
King.and Father,, how ſoon was all his. wikdonr 
torhed into fooliſbneſs?.- And the Texc tells us-it 


was God himſelf chat did: it; 2 Sam, 27414. For - 
the Lord had appointed 'to defeat the Cann 
- 


Achitophel, to the intent that the Lord might 
evil upon Abſalom. 


vg 
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© Now then if God's love to us, and helping of us 
be { abſolutely neceſſary, as that without it, we 
cannot either Þ what we deſign, nor finiſh what 
ye are doing, nor be relealed from what we ſuffer, 
nor be ſecured and faved from what we fear, theo 
it will be our higheſt wiſdom, and greateit Intereſt 
to engage God (1f poſſibly) to eſpouſe. our Cauſe,and 
take our part. 

For according to the meaſure 'of God's will re; 
vealed, and the uſual proceedings of Providence in 
this World, we ſhall find that Good and Holy Men 
have never been forſaken of God, in any portion of 
their Lives. 

For God is ſuch a Lover of Goodneſs and Righ, 
teouſneſs, and what is like himſelf, that he hath gi- 
ven us all poſſible Aſſurances of providing for ths 
Innocent, defending the Helplels, relieving the Op- 
_ and of favouring the Righteous dealings of 

a | 


Upon which account it. is, that God is ſo oft in 
— calld a Tower, a Caſtle, a Fortreſs, a 
Rock of Defence, a Refuge indve time of Trouble, 
a Saviour and Mighty Dehverer. 

And if we can but in any reaſonable meaſure imi- 
tate David in his ſincere Piety and Holineſs, we ſhall 
then have the ſame cauſe and occaſion to fay with 
Him, That the Angel of the Lord pitcheth his Tent 
round about them that fear him. That the. Lord never 
faiteth them that put their truſt in him. That he s « 
Sun and « Shield, that he will give grace and glory, and 
no good thing will he with-hold from them that walk up- 
rightly, Plalm 84.11. Suitable to, which are thoſe 

| words 
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words {d- confidently ſpoken by St. Pas! : We Enow 
that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, 'Romans 8.28. To which may be adjoyned 
the aſſurance of Chriſt himſelf,”* JF ye ſeet ;Þ the 
Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, all rhe things 

be added unto you, Matth. 6. 73.. 
. * Secing then that a Holy Religious Life is ſo bene- 
fieially operative and prevailing with God, we ought 
in evil and perilous days to be then moſt carefully 
employed 1n it. 

For then is the time, . we ſtand moſt -in need of 
God's Power, Love and Proteftion, when-we ſee our 
ſelves forſaken of all worldly helps and aififtances. 
And when there is nothing 'but Clouds and Dark- 
nels round aboutus, then is the light of God's coun- 
tenance moſt chearing and refreſhing,” Nor doth Di- 
vine wiſdom and Power ſomuch delight, and raviſh 
our Souls, as when it diſcovers the Snares that were 
laid for us, and faves us juſt upon the brink of fal- 
hong into them. 

nd'that a good and holy Life'is thus prevalent 
with God, to protett and defend, fave and deliver us 
in evil and dangerous times; we have the Teſtimony 
of Men in all Ages, both of the Jewiſh and Chriſti- 
an Church, who by one ſignal Demonſtration have 
declared+ it to be an undoubted Truth, and the 
conſtant matter of their Faith. | 

And this Demonſtration was their uſual exerciſe 
of one ſolema Religious Duty or Service, peculiarl 
appropriated to the arr time of worldly Ad- 
verſity and Temporal Judgments,calPd by the name 
of Faſting and Hunukation, EET / 

= To: 
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For we -all-very well know, that publick or-pvi 
vate. Faſts are gever appointed or kept, but wha 
Kingdom. or Pex/{on. is-under ſore \ Preſſures 
aod Aflictions, or the tear and apprehen 
ſome approackung danger'and miler 
commemorating lame {1gnal:] | 
77 that is patt, and. we were mercifully ſaved and/de- 
hvered fram. * 

” Now what is this Faſting or Humiliation, but a 
taking a Revenge on our Sins, which cauſed God-to 
be our. Enemy : A putting our {elves upon betterin 
our lives, and to be for,the Time-tocome more 
ly, Rightcous and Sober inthjs preſent-World. 

And what is the end and dekga of exerciling theſe 
Religious Duties upon. ſuch. particular Days; but 
only. to ſcek and find (if poſſibly) God's favour, to 
reconcile our felves to him, and.to prevail with him 
to ſtand our Nefeace,and become our Saviourc / ©» 

So.that we can never religiouſly' obſerve days'of 


Faſting and Humiliation, but it's witha belics; rhat 


if we do amend our ways, and better our lives, then 
God will be favourable to:us, and-deliver us fromatt 
the Judgments we groan under, and-prevent the: 
Sorrows and -Calamities which we wuſtty fear are 
coming upon us. | | 
But againſt hat I have ſaid, I know it will be 


That though it be true; that God in his 
revealed will hath given Promiſes _ Aſlurances of 
providing for, and proteQing. and, defending rhe 
Good and Righteous, yet; we {ce frequently 10 rhe: 
outward Diſpenlations of Providence; that: God is 
not always firm to his ward.  ;/; + 1 T1 


{For 


XU» 
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Por how often dv we Shewithes floutilh; ane | 
prevail and'triumphover tie godly, and hoſe thar 
arefartdetrer than themſelves * As at this Day; the 
Farks trample-upon the Chriſtians, and the wiſts 
npon the Proteftants. 

To this I Anfiver, Firf, To General, That the 
Procee of Providence, and the Merhods of 
God's dealings with Men in chis World are very 
Myſterious: $0 that we may juſtly ſubſcribe rothat - 
fiying of te Apoſtle, Romans r. 37- How unſeanch- * - 

are his Fudg ments, and his ways pait finding out ? 

But es To bemore perticular in the Soluti- 
on of this OhyeQion : : T ſhall only defire you ro-ob- 
ferve, - That though there are many Men, which, as 
toall outward Appearance, and irour Eſteem, are 
very Pious and , yer there are none {0 Verru- 
ous and Gaod-as they ſhould be, and as they might 
be: ' And therefore God makes-uſe of Proſperous 
= onde mere tocorreftehenr, who t 
own Carcleſnefs or Idtenefs- might be much 
hats \ehaiy they-we6 

'Andnorto meddle with'the Reaſons which Stateſ: 
men give for,the Growthof Mchomeriſm -over Chrt+ 
Rians, andof over Proteſtants; T ſhall on! 
offer one, which the moſt cenſorious! Critick wil 
allpw, dotfr belong to our office to'give. And the 
Reaſon is this : The Chriſtians in. General notori- 
ouſly abuſing their-moſt Excellent Religion ; And 
Proteſtants inPartjcuar not living in that Melure 
of Piety and'Verrue, which 1s ſuitable rothe Purity 
of their DoQrines. 

And it's Probable, that God aMitts arid cha- 
Riſes Chri -with-the Twrks, becauſe All ſorrs 


W: : 
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of Chriſtians ſo much negle& the: livi werably 
to their Religion,, And God doth and Cor- 
reQ the Proteſtants in Ewrope with Papiits ; Becauſe 
(though their Religioa. be, beſt, .as being Reformed 
trom Super #ition, Hereſie and Idolatry) yet the viſible 
Convertations of Proteſtants are notoriouſly Scan- 
dalous, aad-quite diflereat from, and oppoſite to that 
Purity and Godlinels, which they Proteſs and Glo, 
I iN, + | | 

uf + for ought any Man- can yet ſee or know to 
the contrary, We may reaſonably Judge, that God 
will ſuffer the Twrks and Papiſts to Prolper and Pre- 
vail, the one over Chriſtians in General, the other 
over Proteſtants in Particular, tall ſuch time as both 
are more zealous and careful than they are now, ta 
be their Converſations be as becometh the Goſpel of 
Chri#, 

But Secondly, Another Reaſon why in Evil and 
Perjlous Times we ought then to be molt Holy and 
Good, is this, That therehy; we may ſtop,the mouths 
of our Gainfayers, and either convince our.Enemies, 
or at lcaſt prevail with them, to have a better. Opi- 
nion of us, than nowthey have. 

In a Kmgdom or Nation crumbled into ſeveral 
Fattions and Parties, we can expect no lels, than 
Violent Heats and Paſſions, and bitter Railings and 
Revilings one againſt another. For we know, that 
different Perſwalions and:Interelts were ever upheld 
with fierce Controverſies, zealous Debates, and cla- 
morous Janglings: All which things-never, tend-to 
cement and Peal Diviſions, but make the Rent much 
wider-:. For it's Rarely ſeen; that Controverſies,and 
Difputes(eſpecially. u Religion) brought Enemies to 
be Friends. No 
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"No; the only way of ing our, A i 
and taking them off from Slandering and Reyilii 
of us, is tO abſtain from the evil things, which may 
give them a juſt cauſe of doing it. 

And though the World will ſtill be peſtered with 
ſuch Critical and Malicious Inquilitors, as will Cen- 
fure and Condemn the moſt harmleſs and Inoffen- 
five Attions, (and which they would allow to be 
ſo, if done by themſelves ) yet the man that goes on 
in the conſtant courſe of an Upright Honelt Con- 
verſation, will in Time convince his Gainſayers, 
and Proſelyte his moſt ſpightful Enemies. 

Was it not the Advice and Command of our Sa- 
wviour ; That we ſbould Bleff them that Curſe ws ; And 
pray for them that Deſpightfully uſe s ? And doth not 
S. Paul lay, If thine Enemy hunger, feed him ; If he 
thirſt, give him Drink? And what 1s the Fruit and 
the Benefit we ſhall reap /by it? Why, [ſo doing 
Thou heapeſt coals of fire upon his Head ; that is, Thou 
wilt in time melt him down into Brotherly Love 
and compliance. 

. . And what was the Reaſon, that S. Peter charged 
his Converts to be Quiet and Peaceable, SubjeCt 
and Obedieat to Magittrates and Governors * Only 


.that thereby They might ſtop the mouths of their 


'Adverfaries,* who had Repreſented them at Ce/#rs 
"Court; tobe ten of Turbulent, FaRtious ahd Sedi- 
tious Spirits : That ſo with Well-doing, ſaith S. Pe- 
rey, ' ye may par Fo ſilence the Ignorance of Fooliſh men, 
x Pet. 2. 15. « 
\ And in another place he Adviſes them. to: kee; 
and preſerve a'Good Conſcience, for in time it wil 
make them aſbamed, that falſly accuſe you, 1 Pet. 3. 
E I6, 
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16, 1 ſballconclude this.-Second Reaſon, with,the 
Caution, of 'S, Paeh Epbeſ, 5, 15, 16, Fee that you 
walk CircumPpeft lh, not as Fopls, but 6s. Wiſe : Aud 
that you walk tn Wiftow toward them that are mithout, 
Reaceming-the time, Colol: 4.5. | | 


Thirdly, We ought moſt eſpecially to Guide gar 
Converſations only by the Goſpel of Chriſt, in Evil and 
Dangerous Times : becauſe we (ball thereby be beſt 
fitted and prepared to meet with, and eadurg: the 
worſt that may befal us, Wes 

When we are in the Proſpect or forelight of any 
Calamity or wp rf 1-ny upon us, we fave but 
Two things todo, either Prudentially toprevent it, 
or elſe prepare our lelvesto bear it, 


Firft, Prudentially to Prevent it, eſpecially, if-it 
be capable of Prevention : For the Goſpel of Ghraft 
doth not ſo Poſitively and Indiſpenſably oblige us\t0 
take up.our Crols, as that we may not uſe all. the 
Wiſdom and means we can, to ſave and defend:qur 
ſelves from ering; Ne, 18 all Temptations and 
Trials, it's lawful for us to make a way for an EF 
cape. = 
Bt then We are to obkrve, that the Scripture 
allows of no means to be uſp for the Preventing of 
an Approaching Evil and Danger, but whats, Pie 
neſt, and Juſt, and Lawful, MO pox 
For the Rules of the. Apollle ate .Perpet 
- True, *and of Everlaſtmg Force,' That We muſt, 
ftais from all Appearance of Evil : nd that we wu 
. of do Evil that God may eomethereby. 
1 \ 1711 


= . 31 & 33 Hi ad 
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or the Sure Rule. 29 
"Ss thitthongh my own Vl ahd party 


by Seti-tove and Intereſt ſhall put on Bre- 
venting Miſery that is coming, yet I muſt. becald. 
tions and careful of uſing any ways and mpans, for 
the Doing ofit, which I cannot juſtifie to be'Gpod 
and lawful by the Word of God, or which my,ow 
Conſcience ſhall te!! me is Baſe and Diſhbnelk, an 
unbecoming a Man and a Chriſtian. g 


For firſt, 1 have no Djvine "Divtne- Warrant oc 
Licence to do any Unjuſt Att, thbngh it be, for my 
Temporal Safety and Worldly Advantage, © 


Secondly, T have no Promiſe or Afforance from 
God, 'that the Doing6fan Unjuſt thing for this End 
and Purpole ſhall ever Thrive and Profper :. Fart 
God hath no where told us in tis Revealed V/ill; 
that he will bleſs a Man in any wicked Deſign and 
71a re. I 

And therefore, iffor my own Preſervation I ſhall 
make uſe of ſuch Means and Methods, which T 
cannot, and dare not Pray God to bleſs and alli 
mein, and wherein T cannot reaſonably expett thay 
God will bleſs me, "then certainly ir will be a very 
Doubtful and Hazardous Caſe, whether the means 
I uſe, willever prevent that Evil or Miſery, which 
I thought and concluded they would. And the 
Reaſon 15 plain, becaufe TItake npon me, and that 
upon my owncontrivance and Deſign, to do that” , 
for my fafety and Prefervation, *' which .m 
own Conſcience ( Eno God's Wilt) wile p 
tell me, I cannot expet God's Bleffing and Af 
fiſtance.in, nor any RY EREEIE It, m 

ith 2 Bur 


28 


"But: ay, If an the uſe. of- lawful means, -our 
Approaching Miſery. and Ruine cannot. be Preven- 
ted ; we have then nothing elle to do, but to-put our 
ſelves in the beſt Poſture we can to meet with it 
and endure it. 

Now there is nothing ſo compleatly Arms and 
Qualifies a Man for all ſorts of Worldly Aflitions, 
as the conſtant inuring a Man's ſelf to. a holy. Gol- 
pel-converfation. 

When St. P4x{/had been well trained up in the 
Spiritual Warkar ; he did not then fear to grapple 
with the worſt of evils, nor dread to engage the 
Greateſt Perils. \ 

Indeed, to:a Worldly coyetous Man, the lofs of 
Lands, Houſes, and Riches, is. a very hard fayings 
To an Ambitious Spirit, that aimes at Crowns, and 
the Enlargement of Dominion ; Impriſonment and 
parting with an Head, 15 an Intolerable AfMiQtion : 
To one that ſpends his Time and Strength 1n Joll 
and Pleaſures, the thoughts of Dying 1s Dreadfal 
and Troubleſome. 

But'to a Man that/hath\got the. Dominion over 
himſelf, who hath tamed his Will, Aﬀections and 
Luſts; To one that ſcorns and deſpiſes. the guilded 
Vanities, and empty ſpleadors of the World; To 
one that hath his converſation in Heaven, whileſt 
upon Earth, and hopes for Rewards'and Treaſures 
above ; there is nothing comes to him Unlook'd for 
or Unpleaſant. | 

Is ſhort, The more like we1are to Chriſt in th 
'eonſtant Courſe of a Good and Vertuous Life, the 
more able ſhall we be to ſuffer with. him,; and like 
him : For, let come what will to us, whether Tr- 

| bulation, 


"ore Sareft Rule. © 49) 
bul ation, of Diſtreſs, or Perſecmtions ' or \Famine, or 
 Naketneſs, or Peril, or Sword, yet in ol theſe things, 
we {ball be more than Conquerors, thorough him that to- 
ved ws, Romans$. 35, 37. F | 


Application, 


And Firſt, Tf we ſhall judge (as reafonably we 
may) that we are under the fame, or like troubled 
ahd diſtreſſed circumſtances with theſe Philippians, 
Torn and Harraſt with Unnatural Heats and Divi- 
fions amongſt our ſelves, or threatned with Ruine 
by Reſtleſs and Implacable Enemies from- abroad ; 
We have then no better 'way or Courſe to' take 
for our Safety and Defence, but cloſely and earnelt- 
ly:to follow-this Be# Guide and Swre# Rate: Only to 
take all care and heed, that 6ur Lives and'Converfa- 
tions be, as becometh the Golpel of Chr##. i] 

- Whatever Methods others 1n-Diftrefs and Dan- 
ger may chooſe to take and follow, yet let us fhew 
our ſelves the true Chriſtians, by making the Laws 
of Chriſt; and the Rules of the Goſ, [ the ſole Stan- 
dard and'only Meaſure of alt Our Attions, . 

For ſure we are, that the Guidance and Dirgiors 
of the Wiſeſt Councellors upon Earth areot {6 free 
from--Errors and Defe&ts, deceiveablenteſs and Darr- 
gers, as the Precepts of Chri# :- nor can they be of 
uch certain and Univerſal Goodneſs, nor ff juſt and 
fit, and Reaſonable for us in-all Cirtumſtances of 
Time and Place : And none canon will dave'ro fhexct 
ag #inſt this, but Plitonick Republicans; Hobbean Polith- 
cans, Atheiſtical Stateſmen, and thoſe who diſlike: the 

, becaule they deliga-to do, what they kaow 
the-Golpel condemns. Secondly, 


ceſſity of Entring upon a Religious Penance, and 
bettering our Lives as now : Heaven, and Earth, 
and Hell, and all that are round about us ſeem to 
conſpire our utter Ruine and Deſtruftion, 
God himſelfby many Warnings, and ſome ama- 
Zing Judgmeas, 'hath evidently diſcovered that he 
'45 0nr.Enemy :: And the; Devil wich | Agents/and 
-Inſtruments as Malicious an& Cruel as himſelf, 
have plotted and contrived ( as it were-ia Hell ) our 
_ Totaloverthrow: and..Delolation, | 
And nowcanthere bea Better or ſurer way und 
,out, by all the Art aad Wiſdom of Man, cout 
Safety, and Deliverance, than what. $. Paw hath 
propoſed to us-in the Text ? got 2 
Is there any other Courſe to-Reconcil&our Sdlves 
to God, .or which will prevail with him-tb cake our 
Part, and topity, help and preſerve us in our tow 
Eſtate, but only laying downand parting with our 
Defying and- Provoking fins, and walking before 
God.in all well-plealing?-: - —_ ' 
Is there any 'way forus to Repel the fiery darts bf 
' Satan, .and-ro eſcape the Traps and Snairs that he 
and his Contederates have laid for us, but the cons 
{tanr; Exerciſe of a Good and Holy Life, under the 
Shield ofan Ative Faith, andithe daily Exerciſeof 
Watchfulneſs and Prayer ? | ad 
. 'I5 there any way to likence our Slanderers and Re- 
valers, to convince our Eneties, and. turn them 
trom the, Errors of their ways; but our Sie 
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ligion, but that which nouriſh'd; Chriſtianity in its. 
| Infancy, and gave It ſtrength: co: Travel,.mto -all 
Countries, and that was God's Blefſing upon the 
faithful;E ndeavours and,exemplary Holy lives of its 
Profeſſors. | #6 i | 2 

Secondly; (Let us Serioutly -and -Earneſtly a 
our Giew an thoſe other Verma call'd MLnF 
Moderation and Peaceableneſsof Mind : Our bleſſed 
Saviour gloried in this CharaGter, that He was meek 
and lowly in Heart, and propoſed it toall Men as wor- 
thy their Learning'and Imitation. 

And whatever the conveniency and comfortsare, 
whichaccrue to every particular Perſon,” by fallow- 
ing 'and , promoting Union, Brotherly Love, and 
things that make for Peace : Tam ſure the Publick 
will have the Greater ſhare in it, and flouriſh the 
better for it. |, | _ KF VF 

It was theſaying of our Saviour, That a Kingdom 
divided ag 4inſt it ſelf. cannot ffand.:;, 'And | heartily 
wiſh'that our Popiſh, Enemies ;d6.not believe, it a 
Greater Truth than We do: For,upon this Max- 
im they make our Divilioas, as fixrmly believing they 
will certainly Ruine us :; And weat. this very Time 
keep up our Diviſions, as ſuppoſing they will do 
us no harm, or as if, we, believed that Ghriſt :was 12a 
Good Dire, bot 50 Stapmiman, Te 4) 

Oh Conſider therefore, aad Mourn Pity the 
Diſtreſſed and Diſtratted State afq this. our, Proter 
ſtant Jeraſalem.!. And let,us, ire men of Prudence 
and Valour countermine this Popiſh Plot, of ruiniog 
us by Diviſions, with Reſolutions of Uniting to;thg 
Maintenavce and Defence, of ous, 'Fi{tabliſbed Go- 
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REv. 14. 13. 


And I beard a woice from Heaven, ſaying un- 
to me , Write, Bleſſed are the dead which 
die in the Lord,from benceforth : Tea, ſaith 
the Spirit, that they may reſt from their L4- 
bours, and their Works do follow them. 


Ad Man continued as he was made, 
Innocent without Sin , he might 
have been what his Maker would 
have had him to be, Immortal 
without death ; for God created 
him to be Immortal, and to be an 
Image of his own Eternity ; he 

made not Death, neither hath he pleaſure in the 

deſtruction of the hving 3 but death came into the 
world through the envy of the Devil, and the dif- 
obedience of man : had it not been for this, we 
ſhould have been like ſo many EFnoch's, and have 
aſſed from Earth to Heaven, not by death , but 
a Tranſlation ; But becauſe we ſin'd, God (en- 
tenced us all to Die, and to return to the Duſt, out 

A of 
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of which we were firſt taken. It was Sin that made 
the firſt gap whereby death entred into the world; 
death entred by fin , and ſo death hath paſſed upon 
all men, for that all- have ſinned. The Noble, the 
Honourable, and the Rich, they fin hke other men, 
and therefore they dic hke other men; neither 
Riches, nor Honours, neither Profit , nor Pleaſure, 
neither Favour, nor Friends can exempt them from 
it, Heavens decree is paſt, that all that fin muſt die, 
and there isno appeal; hence death 1s called in 
Scripture, the way of all fleſh, and the way of all the 
earth : all muſt go this way, though not at the ſame 
time, nor after the ſame manner ; ſome go ſudden- 
ly, others by degrees , not one half of the world 
arrives to the natural age of man , threeſcore years 
and ten ; and thoſe that do , their bodies become 
their burthens, and their years then but labour and 
ſorrow : Man that is born of a woman (\aith Job) 
is of few daies, and full of tronble ;, he cometh forth as 
a flower and is cut down, he fleeth as « ſhaddow , and 
continneth not ; he dieth, and waſteth away, he giveth 
wp the Ghoft, and where is he * This is the ſtartling 
and amazing queſtion that troubles the greater part 
of man-kind, namely, what will become of them atf- 
rer death? Some are ready to cry out with the 
Heathen, I have lived in doubt, I die in fear, and [ 
know not whither I am going : Others that are ta- 
ken up with the profits and pleaſures,and other en- 
joyments of this world, dream of enjoying the 
like in another; like the Mahometan's, who believe 
that after death they ſhall hve again to enjoy _ 
eſtates , ſtately houſes, curious gardens, beautiful 

WOmen, 
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women, and the hke : Others that live like Brutes, 
think they mult die like thera too, periſh and come 
to nothing. But we that have learned Chriſt bet- 
ter, are aſſured that there ſhall be alife after death, 
unto which all ſhall riſe, ſome to go on the right 
hand into joy and happineſs, others on the left into 
woe and miſery. 

They that die in their fins ſhall be accurſed, they 
that dic in the Lord (hall be blefled : So the voice 
from Heaven bid St. 7ohx write, bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord,from henceforth yea ſaith the 
Spirit.they may ret from their labours,and their works 
do follow them. 

That John ſhould hear a Voice from Heaven, 
may be behieved without any wonder, if we do but 
remember that he was a ſpecial Favorite of Hea- 
ven : he is dignified with the title of, The Diſciple 
whon: Jeſus loved 5 he had the honour to be till 
next his Maſter , and to lean on his boſom, a fi 
that he had greater favour and familiarity with him 
than the reſt; he was one' of the three that were 
admitted to Moxnt Tabor at the glorious Transtigu- 
«ation of Chriſt, where he ſaw'his face ſhine as the 
Sur, and his rayment white as the lights and where 
he heard a voice out of a bright cloud that over- 
ſhadowed him and the reſt, ſaymg, This is my belo- 
wed Son in whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye him: he 
was the perſon to whoſe care Chriſt commended his 
Mother the Blefled Virgin Mary,tor by his laſt Will 
and Teſtament made upon the Croſs ( where there 
were witnels enough by he appointed him to be 
her Guardian, whereupon he took her into his own 
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houſe, and made lier a principal part of his charge 
and care: He being then fo greatly beloved of 
Chriſt, it was no wonder that he had ſome Heaver- 
ly Secrets revealed unto him z and ſoit was,for be- 
ing in the Spirit, or a ſpiritual rapture, extaſie , or 
tranſportation , he heard a woice from Heaven, of 
which voice 1 may truly what the Jews out of 
flattery blaſphemouſly ſaid of the Voice of Herod 
when he made an Oration unto them, It is the voice 
of a God and not of a man : Orif it were the voice 
of a man,it was the voice of Chriſt the Son of God 
as well as the Son of man; it was & voice from Hea- 
ven, and therefore the more to be regarded, for 
when Heaven ſpeaks, it 1s fit that the Earth ſhould 
hear; there never yet came any voice from Heaven 
but it concerned the Earth to hear it : A voice 
from Heaven was heard by Moſes on the Mount, 
and it was to confirm the Law, and eſtabliſh our 
Faith in God the Creator. A voice from Heaven 
was heard by Peter, James , and Johnat the Trans- 
figuration, and it was to confirm the Goſpel, and 
effabliſh our Faith in Chniſt the Redeemer. A 
voice or ſound from Heaven was heard by all the 
Apoſtles on the day of Pentecoſt, and it was to con- 
firm our Faith in the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. A 
voice from Heaven was heard by Peter in his Viſi- 
on , and it was to confirm our Faith in the Holy 
Catholick Church. A voice from Heaven was 
heard by John in this place , and it was to confirm 
our Faith concerning the lifc everlaſting, and the 
bleſſedne(s of thoſe that dic in the Lord ; it was a 
(weer,comfortable, reviving voice, it made amends 
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for the fad cry of that voice we hear of, 1/14. 40. 6. 
All fl:ſp is graſs , and all the goodlineſs thereof as the 
flower of of eld; thegraſs withereth , the r fa- 
deth, becauſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth wpon it, 
ſurely the people is graſs: Whereas the voice heard 
by faiah the Prophet ſtruck all the living dead; the 
voice heard by John the Evangeliſt makes all the 
dead in the Lord alive and blefled : This voice con- 
firms Chriſts promiſe, and our aſſurance of bleſſed- 
neſs in the Life to come. He promiles us,that if we 
will hear his voice, believe in him, and repent of 
our ſins, we ſhall have Life eternal, and never come 
mto condemnation, but paſs from death to life ; and 
toaſTure us he will be as good as his promiſe, he ſent 
this voice from Heaven to tell us, that they that die 
in the Lord ſhall live again, and be Bleſſed forever. 
This Heavenly truth is ever to be remembred , and 
therefore the voice bid John commit it to wris 
ting 3 Write (ay's the voice, bleſſed are the dead which 
die in the Lord: a (entence worthy to be writ b 
an Angel in letters of Gold never to Obliterated, 
but to remain legible to all ſucceeding Generati- 
ons, that all may read, underſtand,and receive com- 
fort. The voice from Heaven commanded Johx to 
Write: How then dare any Papilſt ſay , that the 
Evangeliſts and Apoſtles had no command from 
God to write their Goſpels and Epiſtles , but that 
they wrote upon the intreaty of ſome Friends, or 
ſome emergent occaſions ? when St. Paul ſaith, AZ 
Scripture is given by inſpiration of God; and St. Pe- 
ter, That Prophecy came not by the will of man , but 


Holy men of God ſpake as they were moved by the 
Holy 


[6] 
Holy Ghoſt. And St. John, That the voice com- 
manded him to // rite, and telling him what he 
. ſhould write, namely, Fleffed are the dead which die 
in the 1 ord, &c. Bleſſed are the dead which die in 
the I ord. 

Bleſledneſs is a thing that every man naturally 
deſires and ſeeks after 3 but in determining what it 
1s, and wherein it confilts , there is a great diſpute , 
ſome placing it in pleaſure, ſome in honour, ſome in 
riches, ſome in knowledge,ſome in vertue. Ot. Au- 
{ir's Obſervation out of Varro 1s well known, that 
there are between two and three hundred ſeveral 
Opinions concernmg the Soveraign Good, in the 
enjoyment of which Blefledneſs confiſts. But among 
_— it 1s agreed upon as an unqueftionable 
truth , | that the ſupream Good which alone can 
make [men bleſlcd, is God , and that he may been- 
joyed both in this life and the life ro come. The 
preſent enjoyment of him here in this hfe is termed 
the bleſledneſs of the way, the blefſedneſs of expe- 
(tation, the ble{ledneſs of Grace : the Future en- 
joyment of him hereafter inthe hfe to come is ter- 
med the bleſſedneſs of the country, the bleſſedneſs 
of fruition, the ble{ledneſs of glory. The bleſled- 
neſs of this life 1s ſo imperfe&, that it is ſcarce tobe 
termed Bleflednefs , we being ſo compaſled about 
with fin and temptation, trouble and forrow. No 
man is truly happy before death , for that is the 
paſlage to a bleſſed life. Though death be called 
an enemy, and a terrible thing, yea of all ternble 
things the molt terrible, yet this is but in reſpect of 
Nature ; for tomen in the ſtate of Grace, it is but 
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a reſt from their Labours, and an entrance into BleC 
ſedneſfs, But if this be(o, that the dead are the 
only Bleſſed, Why fay ſome, do we not die that 
we may be Bleſſed ? like as Scipio hearing his Fa- 
ther tell of thele Glories the Soul enjoys 1a immor- 
tality, ſay'd, why dol tarry thus long upon earth? 

why do notl haſten to die ? No, death is to be wai- 
ted, not halted : They that haſten their own death 
to-avoid (hame with Achitophel , or to fly the ter- 
ror of a guilty conſcience with Judas, or to prevent 
an mtended villany with Pelagia, or:to be thought 
valorous with Reſfs , or to gain immortality with 
Cato Ulicenfis, and (ome others, who hearing of the 
immortality of the Soul, made-away themſelves to 
go the ſooner to that Immortality ; they that haſten 
their diflolution, and prevent Nature, are guilty of 
ſelE-murther, die in their fins, and are theretore Ac- 
curſed. It is not ſayd, Blefled are all that die; no, 

it is far otherwiſe, for they that die in their (ins 
{hall looſe the viſion and fruition of Almlghty God, 
the ſociety of Angels and Saints, the joyes and plea- 
ſures of Heaven, and they ſhall be caſt ito Hell the 
place of darkneſs, torment,and woe, there to (uffer 

unquenchable flames, a worm never dying, that is to 

ſay, the perpetual guiltofa tormenting conſcience, 

binding in chains* of miſery, converling with De- 

vils, weeping, and howling, and gnaſhing of teeth 
to all Eternity, but blefſed are the dead which die in 
the Lord. And if the dead are Bleiled, then it tol- 

lows that they are in being 3 Nox emis nulla eſt af- 

fefio, that which hath no being hath no property, 


bat the dead have this property, that they are 7 
led, 
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ſed, therefore they muſt needs be alive again,dead 
they may be to the world, b ut alive to God, for he 
is nota God of the dead but of the living , for all 
live unto him, Luke 20. 38. Hence we may like- 
wiſe gather ſomething to verifie that ſaying of the 
Apoſtle, Death — up in Vidory, for being 
there can be no felicity where death hath a victo- 
ry, the dead's being bleſſed ſhews they have got a 
conqueſt and viftory over death, and therefore 
thanks be given to God which giveth us the vidory 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But here a doubt a- 
riſeth, What is meant by dying in the Lord ? Some 
render the Original is xvg/s, for the Lord : So Be- 
za, Domini cauſa vel propter Dominum, in the Lords 
cauſe, or for the Lord. Mede renders it as Beza 
does, ſaying the Greek particle is denotes the cauſe 
tor which they died, namely for the Lord and his 
cauſe; but ſo Martyrs only are bletied. That 
Martyrs are bleſſed is a truth ſure and certain , for 
our Saviour himſelf ſaith , He that loſeth his life for 
my ſake, and the Goſpels, ſhall find it. But though 
Martyrs have a certain and a great ſhare 1n this 
bleſledneſs,and though their Crowns may be deck'd 
with richer Jewels than other mens; yet others 
may have Crowns, and a proportionable ſhare of 
Glory as well as they. 

And therefore others do fitly render it as we do, 
In the Lord, underſtanding it not only of Martyrs, 
but hkewiſe of all others that dic in the Faith and 
Fear of God. They may be (aid to die in the Lord 
that die willingly , chearfully reſigning their Souls 
to God that gave them, and freely parting with the 

world, 
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world, and that die penitently in the at of contri- 
tion, as St, Aſtin is ſaid to do, breathing out his 
laſt gaſp with a ſigh for his ſins 3 and that die de- 
voutly, calling upon the Lord for mercy and for- 
iveneſs; and that die charitably, forgiving all 
. world , after the example of Chriſt, and his 
Proto-martyr St. Stephen ; and that die peaceably, 
having made peace with God, and the world, and 
their own conſciences;z they that depart this life 
with a willing reſignation of themſelves with re- 
pentance, faith, prayer, charity, and peace, may be 
ſaid to die inthe Lord, and be concluded blefed. 
But if we deſire to die in the Lord, as all good 
Chriſtians ſhould do, we mult reſolve to live in the 
Lord, for they that do not live in the Lord, are 
not likely to die in the Lord, We muſtnot live 
the life of the wicked , and then think to be ſaved 
with Balaam's with, Let me die the death of the 
Righteous and let my laft end be like his: Nogit we 
it die the death of the righteous, we muſt live 
the life ofthe righteous, We mult live then in the 
Faith and Fear of God, in repentance and obedi- 
ence, piety and devotion , love and charity,and (o 
ſhall we. die in the Lord, and be blefed ; For bleſſed 
are the dead which die in the Lord , from henceforth. 
And this denotes the time when their blefledneſs 
begins, 'tis &T«5i, from henceforth. Some refer this 
tothe time ofthe former Vilion of John, as a con- 
ſolation to thoſe that (bould ſuffer the perſecution 
fore-told therein, for it was revealed to him in a 
Viſion,that a great Tryal ſhould befal tne Chritt- 
ans 1A the time of Djecleſian the cruel Tyrant , and 
that their perſecutions ſhould be fo fore , that they 
ow” were 
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were happieſt who died ſooneſt, that within a while 


ſhould be taken out of this life from doing their part 
m the evil to come , that ſhould die quieklHy,or with- 
ina ſhort time, thereby to avoid ſuch cruel ſtorms 
and perſecutions , and to enjoy their reward of 
peace and bliſs, Others refer i tothe RefurreCti- 
on, and the day of Judgment, the time when thoſe 
that die in the Lord (hall be raiſed toa bleſſed life, 
the time ſpoken of, Rev. 11.18. when he (hall give 
the reward unto his Servants the Prophets, and to 
the Saints, and to them that fear his Name,Small and 
Great. 

Others refer it to the hour of death; as if the 
ſenſe were this, that they that die im the Lord, from 
the time of their death, from that very inſtant they 
are bleſſed ; they no ſooner looſe a temporal life, 
but they find an eternal one : $0 ſooh as Lazarus 
died,his Soul was carried by Angels into Abrahams 
boſom. The ſame day that the Penitent Thief ex- 
pired on the Crofs, the fame day was he with Chri 
in Paradice. Pious Souls when once they are 2 
femt from the body, they are quickly preſent with the 
Lord; when once they depart,they are blefled from 
henceforth : And of this we are further aſſured , as 
by the voice from Heaven, ſo by the Spirit of God it 
is (0, Tea ſaith the Spirit. Let Heathens and Here- 
ticks deny or doubt the Immortality of the Soul , 
the Reſurreftion of the Body , and the blefledneſs 
of the dead, becauſe they know no better ; and let 
wicked and ungodly men deny theſe things becauſe 
they live no better , for they fancy them not to be 
becauſe they would not have them to be,their guil- 
ty conſciences telling them that if ſach things be , 

"if + 
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it will be ill with them: Let ſuch I ſay tink or ſpeak 
what they will , ſtill we are to conclude that they 
are curſed who die in their fins, and that they are 
bleſſed that die in the Lord , Tee ſaith the Spirit , (© 
it 15; forthe Spirit ſaith ſo in divers places of Scrip- 
| ture, telling us that the death of good men that die 
in the Þ ord is pretious in his fight, that there is hope 
in thcir end , that all tears ſhall be wiped from their 
eges , that they ſhall exter into joy , that there is a 
Crown of righteouſneſs laid up for thews, that they ſhall 
be with Chriit, that they ſhall reſt from their Þ abors, 
and that their works ſball follow them. And herein 
their Blefſedneſs conſiſts, viz. in a rdaxation of 
their L2boxrs, and a retribution of their- Works; in 
that they have Feſt and Recompence in that they 
are diſcharged of their Work, and for their Hork; in 
that they are freed from it,and pay'd well for it. 
They reſt from their Laboxrs. We are all bornin, 
and to Labour ; we are born by-our Mothers La- 
bour, and we live by our own. This Life is made 
up of care and toy], pains and pain, trouble and ſor- 
row. They that are Poor labour for maintenance, 
and are fain in the ſweat of their brow to eat their 
Bread all the days of their life: And they. that are 
Rich and have plenty,ſeldom fay they have enough, 
but ſtyl Labour for more ; their endeavour to:get, 
Fare to. keep, avarice' to-increal(e, fear to looſe their 
Riches, theſe torment them and diſturb their happi- 
neſs as well av repofe. They that are under a Cloud 
labour t6 get from it, and appear ſomething in the 
.Worldz and they on+ whom: Fortune thines,, and 
Honats ({parkles, they labonr for greater Luſtre. They 4 
thit are Low labour to:look -up ; and they that are . 
B 2 High, 
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High, labour to over -look one another. | Some 1a- 
bour for Honour, ſome for Wealth, ſome for Know- 
ledg, and ſome for Health, The beſt Chriſtians they 
are, with Paul, In labours more abundant,exerciſcd 
dayly in mortifying the fleſh with its affeFions and 
luits, m denying andeven crucitying themſelves 
for thoſc fins that crucihed Chriſt ; inſtriving a- 
gainſt temptations to ſin, and their Spiritual ene- 
mics in ſuffering affiction , and bearing the Croſs. 
Thus our Life isa ſucceſſion of Labours as well as 
Sms,our fins growing with our years, and ſorrows 
with (ins, and troubles with ſorrows, ſo that the 
comforts of this life are rather Solatia ET 
quan gaudia beatorum , comforts of thoſe that are 
miſerable,rather than joyes of thoſe that are happy; 
and therefore we have reaſon to conclude thoſe 
happy that die in the / ord, and fo reſt from their 
TL. aboxr:,for ſuch are diſcharged and free , and that 
both from ſin and the evil conſequents thereof. The 
Papiſts would have us believe that after death the 
Souls of (men enter into Purgatory, there to ſuffer 
ſorrow and torment for a while,till they be purged 
and fitted for the region of bliſs; but they con- 
tradi themſelves concerning the place , the tor- 
ments, the tormentors , the extremity of the tor- 
ments,and the continuance under them : The place 
ſome ſay isin the bottom of the Sea, 'tis a hot fire 
ſurely that is not cooled with ſo much water,Others 
will have it in Mownt Etna, Veſuvie, or ſome ſuch 
burning Mongibels. Another is ſo ridiculous as 
to fancy it in an hill of Jreleand : the Torments, one 
will have them to be only by fire, another by fire 
and water , a thirdneither by firenor water, but 


by 
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by the violent convulſions of hope and fear. The 
Tormentors ſome ſay they are the Holy Angels, 
others ſay they are the very Devils. 

The extremity of Pains according to ſome are ag 
violent as Hell, according to others they are more 
mild. Their continuance ſome will have it to be 
to the end of the world; others about ten years; 
others during the Popes pleaſure, (othat it he ſpeak 
but the _ they are free. They likewiſe con- 
tradi& Scripture, for that ſaith , The blowd of Jeſws 
Chrift cleanſeth us from all ſin, 1 John 1. 7. and if 
this beſo, what need of purging by the fire of 
Purgatory ? That ſaith , when the Righteous die 
they enter into peace, and they.reſt in their beds, 
Tſai. 57. 2. And if this be fo that they are at peace 
and reſt, then they are Lyars who ſay. they enter 
into Purgatory-Torments. That faith, Bleſſed are 
the dead which die inthe Lord , fromhenceforth, that 
they may ref? from thtir Labours,as it is in the Text; 
and if this be ſo,that they are Bleſſed from the time 
of their death, and thenceforth reſt from their La- 
bowrr, then ſurely they never feel the pains of that 
hot Region ; for Bleſſedneſs cannot conſiſt withmi- 
ſery, nor reſt with trouble , nor reward with, pu- 
niſhment. This Text is fo clear againſt it, that (ag 
weare told ) a Famous Dodtor of the Church of 
Rome , and one of the Sorbon-Colledge, Picherel[as 
by name, did ingeniouſly confeſs Ss John had in 
theſe few words put out the fire of Purgatory : They 
that die in the Lord reft from their Labours,they (ut- 
ter nothing , only they do ſomething, that is, ceaſe 
not day and night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty , which was, and is, and is to comm ev 
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$. All that they have todo, is topraiſe and glorifie; 
edoreandenjoy Almighty God, and ſo to reap the 
Fruit of their Good Works,for their Works do follow 
them. Their Works do follow them. 

Opernm nonine preminm intelligit quod bona ope- 
r4 conſequioy , laith a Comentator , by Works he 
means the reward that follows good Works: By a 
Metonymie Works are put for their Fruit or Re- 
ward , Martyrsfor their Sutferings, and Saints and 


all Holy men for their good Adtions ſhall certainly 


be rewarded m the Kingdom of Heaven, No man 
ever ſerved God in vain; Satan himſelf confeſt that 
Job did not. ſear God for nought, Job 1. 4 David 
aſſures us , that 4 Keeping Gods Commandements 
there is great reward, Ff. 11. 18. And in another 
place,that there is verily a reward for the righteous. 
Solomon tells us, to him that ſoweth, righteouſneſ; (hall 
be & fart reward, Prov. 11. 18. St. Pawl, that as 
we muſt believe that God i, ſo likewiſe that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently ſeek bim. Feb. 11. &, 
Behold, faith Chriſt, 7 come quickly, and my reward 
i with me , togive every man according as his Work 
ſhall be. Rev. 22. 12. He will render to every man 
according to his deeds, to them, who by _ conti- 
muance-in well-doing ſeek for Glory, and Honor, and 
Immortality, Fiernal life. Rom. 2, 7. He will re- 
ward our Good Works., notfor y@wr own worth, 
as if they merited any thmg'at his hands, but for 
his meer mercy, and becaute he delights to be gra- 
citous. We cannot merit a reward, for we his poor 
Creatures cannot pofhbly oblige our Great Crea- 
ror, and therefore we are taught , even when we 
have done the beft that we can, to call our (elves 
ry Unpro- 
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ble Servants ; our Works are not fo much 
beneficral to him as to our ſelves ; bisperfections 
are-never the more, only our gain is the greater. 
Beſides there is no proportion between the Reward 
and Work , his Reward bei apes an 
our Works finite and im 3 and therefore we 
are to reckon that neither the ſufferings nor the 
aQtions of this preſent life, are worthy to be compa- 
red to the glory that ſhall be revealed in us, and to 
the recompence of reward that ſhall be received by 
us. The Holy Ghoſt in Scripture aſcribes all to 
Free-Grace and Mercy , Remember me, O my God, 
m—_— to my good Deeds, according to the great- 
- | y mercy was the Prayer of good Nehemiah. 
e Prophet Hoſea ſpeaks of ſowmg m righteouſney, 
and reaping in mercy; and the Apoſtle St. Pal, 
that the gift of God is Eternal life through Jeſus 
our Lord. Eternal life is not gotten by Works and 
Merits , but by Grace and Mercy, m that God is 
in Chriſt to accept and reward them. Bur 
though they do not merit the reward of Eternal 
life;, yet are they required by God as the meanes 
and way to obtain it, he having promiſed for Chriſt 
ſake to accept of them, and reward us for them. We 
are engaged and encouraged to perſorm them be- 
cauſe they are the end of our Juſtification, for we 
are juftifred by Chriſt, that we become zealous of 
Good Works, walk in newneſs of life, and (o ob- 
tain a Crown of Righteouſneſf in the world to come : 
And they are a {1gne and evidence of a true a- 
ving Faith, for if we believe Salvation is to beat- 
tained by Obedience and Good Works, wecannot 
well imagine any thing leſs-chan the doing of them 
ſhould 
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ſhould ſerve our turn. True Faith can nd more be 
without Good Works, than the Sun without 
light, or the Fire without heat ; ſhew we then our 
Faith by our Works, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, for our labour will not be in vain being 
our works will follow us. 

So much of this Text of Scripture. Now of the 
Text of Nature, a Text deadindeed in the Letter, 
but alive in the Spiritz and well may he become 
our Text who was himſelt a Living Sermon, for his 
life was truly Dodrinal , he /iving in the Lord, and 
his death a good Application, he dying in the 
Lord. 

As for his life it was according to the deſigne of 
the Golpel, and the charatter of a true Chriſtian, 
for it was ſober, righteous, and godly, 

His Sobriety appeared in all his deportment in 
his perſonal and private capacity. 

He wasa man exceeding humble, notwithſtan. 
ding the great temptations he had to be Proud , 
both upon the account of Birth and Fortune; he 
was (it 1s well known) of an Antient and Honoura- 
ble Family; and he had, Providence (© ordering it, 
a large and plentiful Eſtaxe, and to uſe the words of 
the Pſalmilt, his Lot fell into a good ground, yea he 
had a goodly Heritage z notwithſtanding he was 
ſo Great in the eye of the world, that he was little 
in his own, he was ſo humble and lowly. He was 
likewiſe very diſcreet and reſerved, not apt to be 
familiar with every one; and with whom he was ſo, 
it was not ſuddenly , but after he underſtood them 
and their humor': He was a manot few words, but 
they were wile, and to the purpoſe ;; He obſerved 

with 
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with Sabo. that in many. words thert wanteth 
nat {in and folly, and.that be: that refrainerh bits 
lips is wiſe: He knew how to govern his Tongue 
and his Paſſion, for he kept both from all extrava- 
gancy: His calmneſs and moderation of Aﬀetion 
was very remarkable, though he knew how to be 
angry, yet be ſeldom pradticed it}, far he ſo ruled 
his paſhion that it wasa hard matter to diſcover any 
in him. 

Chaſtity(a rare Virtue indeed in this Debauched 
Age, wherein many take a pride in ſin that they 
may be of the falbion , adventuring to take Crimes 
upon Truſt, and tq periſh by Credn) this rare ver- 
tue of Chaſtity was conſpicuousin him. And ſb was 
Temperance , his moderation in this Point is well 
known unto all men, how free he was fromall Ex- 
cels. 

His Righteouſneſs appeared in his Dealing. and 
Carriage towards man, giving every one'his dae, 
He was a Loyal, Faithful , Obedient Subje& to the 
King, whom he ſerved in the Office of a Magiſtrate, 
and a Souldier, as a Juſtice of Peace and a Deputy- 
Lieutenant ; he thaughe nothirig too much either 
to-do or my for his Soveraign, being always ready 
to ſerve him in Perfon and Goods. - And as he ſer- 
ved his King , ſo he (ſerved his Country willingly, 
truly, and faithfully: I may ſay of him as a Roman 
Hiſtorian does of another, he was Vir boxus,+ Rei- 
publice necefarias , a gaod man and necellary in the 
Common-wealth. Hig practice was according to 
his Office to do juſtice. The cauſe which he knew 
not he ſearched out, and when itlay in darkneſs,his 
ſtrict and Impartial examination often-brought it to 
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-light,and then did truth and juſtice meet. How ma- 
ny were. beholding: to him'for juſtice? how'many 
for Counſel? how many for peace? for partly by 
counſel, and partly by authority he reconciled ma- 
ny differences, and prevented more: his deport- 
ment in his Office wasgrave and ſomething ſevere 

to diſcountenance and awe unruly people ; but his 
carrjage at other times was '{weet and affable. He 
was not like Nubal,that was (o proud and churliſh, 
that a mat conld not ſpeak unto him' ;. no he def- 

iſed no man, but wauld-ſpeak to the meaneſt, and 
hear the-meaneſt ſpeak'to him agam. Acceſs t6 his 
perſan was eaſie, for though his condition were 

High, yet he was not apt'to over-look his Neigh- 
bours. . He was a good Common-wealths man,im- 
——__ Eſtate, and maintaining divers other 
mens , by keeping them at conſtant work all the 
year. As for his charity to the Poor, though ſome 
perhaps ſuſpeed it, becauſe hejoyned with others 
1 putting the Law in execution againſt Vagabonds 
and wandring Beggars, there was a miſtake in it ; 
he had charity for the Poor, though not for Beg- 

rs. There is adifference put between theſe by 
the Law of Moſes, by the Goſpel of Chriſt, and by 
the Laws _ Nations. God in the Law order- 
ed, that t ſhould be no ar among his people 

Iſrac), and yetheſayd , ec poor ſhould 75a 
coaſe ont of the Land: The diſtinftion between them 
is this z Mendicas eft qui Publice ttipem petit, Pau- 

pr qui non poteſt ſe ſuſtentere, Ec. a Beggar is one 
that publickly ſeeks for Relief, wandring about,be- 
taking himſelf tono calling,when he is able to fol- 
low one, but making a Trade and Profeſſion of 


Begging. 
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. A Poor man's one that cannotmaintgin 
If and his Family, cither becauſe through 
ſome Infirmity he cannot work, or elſe becauſe = 
cy is greater than his Labour can maintain - 
for t ſort, vagrant Beggars, the Law Fry 

there ſhall be none among you 3, and the Goſpel , that 
it they oof wor mork, nexther ſhould they eat; andthe 
Law of the Land, that they are to be puniſhed, 
and made to work. As for the laſt, the Poor pro* 
perl fc —_—_— —_— and all civi: 


Nations made; and for 
ron as, theſe'the —_—_— orthy ——_— I am 2 of 
had charity er ft wag all ach were Reliev 
his doors, and ſeldom went away empty. | From his 
charity I paſto bis hoÞpuality,, of: which Chaving | 
rexter things uaing,you with) '{ ſhall only 
ay this, thatto who. came | unto-him, his Ta-: 
ble was free , his Proviſion plentiful, and his wel-- 
com hearty : As for his own Family, he was to his 
Lady, a moſt loving Husband, to his Children a ten- 
der Father, and w_ Servants a mild Maſter : But 
that which was moſt commendable in him, was his 
piety towards God : He had an honour, reverence, 
and reſpet for the name, worſhip , and ſervice of 
Almighty God : He was never heard to take Gods 
name in vain, or curſe or (wear: He was a true, 
worſhipper of God, and that both in publick and 
private : He loved the Houſe of God, and for a te- 
{timony hereof, he beſtowed the adorning of his 
Chancel, and an augmentation to the Vicaridge 
The beautifying of this part of the Houle of od 
was a work commendable m. it (elf.,, more for the 


time , in that he did it before he repaired his own 
C 2 Houſes 
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Houſe ;bue moft of all for the mannet,m thathe did 
it without vain-glory, or hope'bf praiſe from tet), 
keeping what he beſtowed upon it very private, 
and ſo doing his work m(ecret, for which RN 
bis Heavenly Father wilt rewerd bins ope 
ht of Saints and Angels. And for x 
re thisVicaridgethe hath gorery'and Anger 
Will the Tythes of two Townſhips ww the Pariſh, 
viz. Lady Holton, and Al _—_ which after the 
expiration! of one Life, 'by-which' they” are at pre- 
ſent held from the Chiureh; will return tothe Church 
again, | His tove' to-the Churclt and- Serviee' of 
God will further appear in his cooftant and com- 
monly early coming tot and inthe-reverence and 
devorior) expreſt by kim theroy whenover he came 
into-it, he fd] ypory his knees;' andthadt'n private. 
prayer; afterwards he” joyned withrfie' Congrega«' 
tion inthe Publick, conforming himfelt all along ro 
the Service and. Ceremonies of the Churchof Fng- 
land): he was a-con(tant Gueſt at the Lords T 
to:which he bare ſuch-a reverence, that durmg his 
ſtay m the Charch, he ſeldom or never turned his 
back towards it , 'but according to the praQtice of 
Antiquity worſhipped looking towards the Eaſt and 
the Altar. As for his private Worſhip, without 
queſtion it was dayly and devout: Beſides rhe Com- 
mon-prayer in his Family , he uſed private in his 
Cloſet. And as forreading of the Holy Scripture, it 
was his daily delight and ractice 3 he read three 
Chapters every 0ay' and the whale Bible every 
. Year; this courſe he began at Eighteen years of 
Age, and continued till his death , when he'was a- 


bout Forty-ſeven, ſo that computing the tine , it 


will 
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will be found he read the Bible over nine and 
twenty times; he began to remember his Creator in 
the dayes of his youth , even then he devoted himſelf 
to his Service, and his Fuſt-Fruits being holy , it 
was a token that his whole like would be Holy, and 
ſo it was, for as he began it holily,, ſo he ended it 
holily. In the beginning of his laſt ſickneſs he grew 
apprehenſive that his end was nigh, and fo began 
to put thingsin order againſt the time : He made 
his Will , and ſettled his worldly affairs; nor was 
he unmindful of the concerns of his Soul, for beſides 
his own Prayers, he deſired thoſe of the Congrega- 
tion. He {ent for me, and defired me togive him 
the Sacrament, which I did the morning before he 
Died, and he received it with an hearty Devotion, 
ſaying unto me when [ gave him the Cup, O here is 
the beſt Cordial. He confeſſed his Faith before me, 
and his fin before God , and he deſired Gods par- 
don, and the Churches abſolution , both which 1 
truſt he had. After this his Sickneſs increaſed, Na- 
ture decayed, and he dyed of a Feaver, a fiery Di- 
ſeaſe, which we hope proved tohimlike Fliz's fiery 
Chariot that conveyed him up to Heaven. To which 
place of Reſt and Bliſs God bring us all for the Sake 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


